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THE INAUGURAL SPEECI. 

Soame Jenyns has somewhere said, that man- 
hind move in mask, and he who pulls it off is sure 
to be kicked. This remark, although somewhat 
coarsely expressed, for a refined writer, is a very 
sound one. There is nothing more certain than 
that, in the customary forms and intercourse of 
society, what is expressed is widely different from 
what is understood or meant. The chief exception 
to the observation is to be found in the transaction 
of business wherein the rigid law of meum and 
tuum predominates over civility, ceremony, and 
flattery. We are obliged, in many instances, to 
conform to an outward show of respect, even 
where we despise the object, and to pay coprt 
and put on the appearance of profound reverence 
in cases where it would much more comport with 
truth to exercise the rod of correction. It isa 
great pity, indeed, that it is so: but he that will 
not bow to the prejudices and vanity of the hu- 
man understanding and heart, must expect to pass 
in the world for a snarling cynic, and to receive, 
if not a corporeal kicking, at least a verbal buffet- 
ing) for his nonconformity. 

The mask of which Mr. Jenyns speaks, is no- 
thing more than the language of flattery which 
pervades every class of the community. The rug- 
ged severity of mathematical science cannot en- 
tirely throw it off: but it is, in an especial man- 
ner, used by the enamored lover and the wooing 
politician: the one praises the sparkling eye, the 
rosy cheek, th:: white teeth, and pouting lips, of 
his mistress; whilst the other dwells with appa- 
rent rapture antl sincerity upon the intelligence, 
the virtue, and the penctration, of his constitu- 
ents or his sovercign. In truth, in the political 
body, whatever is nominally sovereign is sure to 
be flattered. In a monarchiy, it is the king; ina 
republic, like ours, it is the people, that receive 
the adulation of those who wish to win favor and 
to wear it. 

President Monroe seems to have found himself 
compelled, in his inaugural speech, to follow this 
practice; and, after enumerating the blessings 
whjch the United States have enjoyed, in the 
midst of difficulties and dangers, under our exist- 
ing federal constitution, he ascribes our present 
happy condition mostly to the knowledge of sound 
principles of frée government which is diffused 
among the citizens. The compliment is rather 
delicately drawn; yet it is, for that very reason, 
$0 much the more of a compliment. But we will 
qote the passage figm the spcech: 
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“ The government has been in the hands of the 
people. To the people, therefore, and to the 
faithful and able depositories of their trust, is the 
credit due. Had the people of the United States 
been educated in different. principles; had they 
been less intelligent, less independent, or less vip- 
tuous, can it be believed that we should have 
maintained the same steady and consistent career, 
or been blessed with the same success? While, 
then, the constituent body retains its present sound 
and healthful state, every thing will be safé. They 
will choose competent and faithful representatives 
for every department. It is only when the people 
become ignorant and corrupt; when they dege- 
nerate into a populace, that they are incapable of 
exercising the sovereignty.” 

It may seem a little «unfashionable, but so far from 
agrecing in these sentiments, we think the pro- 
pagation of them by the chief magistrate highly 
pernicious. Something, we allow, is to be attri- 
buted to the knowledge and virtue of the people ; 
but as a very small portion of the citizens are ever 
sufficiently enlightened to judge with accuracy of 
the most important public affairs, they must of ne- 
cessity be guided in their opinions by a few men, 
comparatively speaking, of improved understand- 
ings. The most ignorant of mankind can, it is ad- 
mitted, tell when the taxes pinch, when the times 
are hard, when they want bread; and can, as lusti- 
ly as any body, roar out for reform: But it requires 
a subtile genius, an enlightened acquaintance with 
the world, and a constant vigilance, which labori- 
ous indigence cannot acquire or afford, to mark 
the gradual approaches of corruption, to counter- 
act its corroding influence, and to apply at the 
proper inoment the suitable remedy. Not so muclz 
to the people, therefore, as,to théir rulers art we 
to look for the preservation of public liberty ; and 
we hold it as a maxim, consecrated by the events 
of all past ages, that the people become whatsoever 
their rulers choose to make them. When they degene- 
rate, the government is the cause of the degene- 
racy. The callective understandings of the peo- 
ple can never be brought to act in the sovereign- 
ty. They act through delegates, who bias them ; 
and follow, as interest or passion lead, éne dema~ 
gogue or another. If this. be not true, whence 
our parties? whence the factions among us? The 
leader of a party, or a faction, gives to it the coim- 
plexion of his own character ; and the rulers of a 
nation, stamp, sooner orJater, upon ‘the mass of 
the community which they govern, the features 
of good or evil. Look to history. Egypt, lonjr 
lorded over by a selfish priesthood, never rose to 
any great height ef dignity or glory. Athens, 
kept in a perpetual state of political vivacity, by 
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spectacle of antiquity, as to intellectual improve- 
ment, till she perished under the refinement of 
genius carried to excess by continual agitations. 
The Spartans, governed by the principles of an 
armed robber, took the political hue which Ly- 
curgus gave them, and emphatically demonstrated 
the truth of our proposition. And what was it 
that carried Rome to such a wisdom of legislation, 
to such an elevation of grandeur? Certainly not 
the intelligence of her citizens. It was the coun- 
sels of her august senate ; of that senate whose 
sage deliberations have never been. surpassed by 
the parliaments and congresses of modern times. 
If rulers do not stamp their own image upon the 
people, why do we revile the memory of the im- 
perial Roman tyrants; why stigmatize the imbe- 
cility and the vices of sovereigns? Why applaud 
the reign of Numa Pompilius? To the rulers 
chiefiy then, and not to thé people, Ict us look for 
that virtue and tiat intelligence which are to pre- 
serve us from a career towards despotism. They 
are placed in power in order that they may dis- 
cern, as from an elevated point, afar off, the dan- 
gers that await the commonwealth, and admonish 
the people to beware. Whether the chief ma- 
gisirate perform this great trust well, or other- 
wise, we are to decide from his official acts ; from 
his selection of men to fill public stations ; from 
his making his private friendships subservient to 
the general good, and from his firmness in resist- 
ing factious controul. Among all these criterions 
by which we are to decide upon the conduct of a 
president, none is so certain as the selection of 
individuals to discharge the important duties of 
the state. ‘There must be nothing like favoritism. 
The moment that prevails, we ought to withdraw 
our confidence : I is the rock of destruction for 
public liberty ; for it wrecks the hopes of talent, 
and drives men of capacity from the standard of 
the republic to the banner of monarchy. We must 
not expect from the human heart more virtue than 
it is capable of. He who feels his claim to distine- 
tion, will not be tamely superseded by creeping 
mediocrity or despicable cunning, upon the plea 
of personal attachments. He deserts, and by the 
vigor of his intellect, carries with him a host of 
adherents. To preserve liberty, those should be 
cherished who are able to defend her; lest, when 
the hour of trial comes, she should be left forlorn 
and defenceless. The man who, as chief magis- 
trate, should thus expose the welfare of the peo- 
ple, might stamp for assistance, like Pompey, in 
vain, and would but poorly atone for his presump- 
tion by losing his head upon a scaffold. 

Mr. Monroe, indeed, promises fairly : but let 
him never forget, that it is upon Aim, and not upon 
the body of the citizens, that we keep our eyes 





steadily fixed. It is for him to rally the citizens 
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up to what is right. Let him, through all the 
ramifications of office, invigorate the body politic’ 
In such a course he will find abilities enough to 
support him ; not, to be sure, among the parasites, 
but among the few enlightened and unambitious 
men who adore their country and its admirable 
institutions. It requires so much the more Vigil. 
ance and disinterestedness in an American presi. 
dent to prevent any degeneracy from constitu. 
tional principles, inasmuch as the organization of 
our government greatly resembles that of the 
British monarchy ; and, without the most screpu- 
lous caution, may readily glide essentially into 
that of the latter, just as a sensation whick resem. 
bles a passion is very easily converted into the 
passion itself. We acquiesce, cordially, in Mr, 
Monroe’s injunction, “ by all wise and constitu. 
tional measures, to promote intelligence among 
the people ;” but to this we will add, let as iney). 
cate, without ceasing, honesty and an impartial ad. 
ministration of the laws, upon our rulers, without 
which the Very intelligence of the people may be 
perverted to their own undoing. We are not cer. 
tain that we have sufficiently explained ourselves; 
but what we mean to say is, that the machinery of 
government is, in a great degree, 2 mould in which 
the mass of the iation may be made to assume 
almost any shape the chief director of the appara- 
tus pleases ; and, consequently, to him we mostly 
look for safety. 
gives steadiness and consistency to all its members, 


It is the head ofa family that 


and who demoralizes or renders virtuous the in- 
dividuals of his household. 

That passage of the speech upon which we have 
thus commented is the only exceptionable part of 
the production ; and is, perhaps, afterall, more to 
be attributed to a calculating conformity to the 
vanity of political society, thar: to any thing else. 
It requires a little more of courage than most men 
possess, to meet a prevailing prejudice or passion 
plump in the face. Had he spoken otherwise, the 
presses of 2 certain description would probably 
have opened upon Mr. Monroc at once; anda 
newly made president might as well be buffeted 
by twelve devils in a day as to be assailed by the 
murmuring’s of the press in the very fruition of 
presidential honors. In fact, the speech follows, 
in all its detail, and with a disereet and providen- 
tial observance of popular inclinations, the current 
of sentiment running through the columns of the 
newspapers ; ad tells the peopic, just as a cour- 
tier would tell a king, that which, in ull likelihood, 
would be the most pleasing to the ear. 

As to the style of the speech, it is, like the suit 
of clothes which president Monroe wore on the 
occasion, very good home-spun, and quite fine 
enough. It forms no objection with us, that there 
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although, if any thing of that kind were allowable, 
it must be confessed that an inaugural speech is a 
more proper place for them than a message to 
congress. In truth, rhetorical flourishes and bom- 
pastic apostrophes are too much the order of the 
day. We find them in grave reports, in publica- 
tions which ought to be strictly confined to naked 
facts and stern calculation ; and in one instance, 
(the address of the American Manufacturing So- 
ciety of New-York, attributed to the pen of coun- 
sellor Sampson, ) the fervid strain Of the writer is 
pushed so far, that he undertakes to set even fate 


itself at defiance. 





For the National Register. 
ON IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 


The question of IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT has 
peen often discussed ; and a late act of the legis- 
lature of New-York, abolishing it altogether, in 
connexion with several facts upon which the pro- 
priety of the abolition is supported,* has produced 


* Imprisonment for debt—The documents sub- 
mitted to the senate by Mr. Van Beuren, on Fri- 
day, will excite no little surprise in the minds of 
philanthropic men who are unacquainted with 
the extent of miseries inflicted by merciless cred- 
itors, upon their fellow men, in this enlightened 
age and country. We intend, if our limits will in 
due time permit, to give the bill and documents in- 
troduced by Mr. Van Beuren entire. Tn the mean 
time we submit the following abstract of the letter. 

Ne. 1, is a certificate of James Bell, keeper of 
the debtors’ goal, and under sheriff of New York, 
which states that there were committed to that 
prison, during the last year, for debt, nineteen hun- 
dred and eighty-four different persons; and that 
there are now confined in said jail, and on its 
limits, six hundred debtors and upwards / 

No. 2, acertificate of the same, corroborated 
by the sheriff Hubbard, that during the last year, 
there were committed to said prison for debés un- 
der twenty five dollars, seven hundred and twenty 
nine persons ! that nearly all of them must have 
starved, but for the bounties of the humane socie- 
ty and individual charity, and that he is compell- 
ed to beg for fuel for them to keep them from 
freezing. 

No. 3, certificate of the safne that there were 
committed to said jail, during 1816, for debts 
under 50 dolls. cre thousand one hundred and twen- 
ty-nine persons / 

No. 4, narrates the case of Liua Lyman, impris- 
oned three yeurs and until he died, for a debt un- 
der 50 dollars, during the whole of which time he 
was fed by the humane society. 

No. 5, relates to the case of George Riley, im- 
prisoned nearly six years for 50 dollars, and sub- 
sisted upon charity. j : 

No. 6, narrates the case of Paul Harrison, im- 
prisoned for 25 dols. who died in jail. 

No. 7, states that 30 of the debtors now con- 
fined, have each a wife, and in the whole 753 chil- 
dren. 

The two other documents relate to excessive 
bail being required of Win. Coe, and to some cases 
of peculiar hardship and suffering. —A\ FE. Post. 


x 
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some dissertations on the subject, of a very liberal 
and philanthropical character, in the New-York 
Evening Post. ‘ 

The topic, in almost all the cases that have come 
under our notice, has been treated too much like 
a law case: that is, it has commonly been attempt- 
ed to determine it upon precedent. 

It is well enough to know, in all cases, what 
other nations have done in affairs about which a 
living generation are concerned, because that 
knowledge constitutes the light of experience, 
which, generally speaking, is a sure guide. But 
the question is not, as it regards imprisonment for 
debt, what governments have done, but what they 
ought to do? 

Without entering at large into the law of debtor 
and creditor, it will be sufficient to remark, in re- 
lation to that which chiefly prevails in this country, 
that no law can be good or wise which is so framed 
as to allow the rogue with money at command to 
escape from the harshness of its provisions, with 
impunity, whilst it plunges the absolutely poor 
man into an abyss of wretchedness, and frequently 
consigns him to the grave. That such is mostly 
the effect of the law of debtor and creditor, as it 
stands at present among us, cannot truly be de- 
nied; because we always find, and I appeal to the 
testimony of the whole community for proof of. 
the fact, that a knave who secretes funds, and 
places himself in the situation of an insolvent 
debtor, can shuffle off with ease a coil of pecu- 
niary troubles, and become again, withouj,a sigh 
and without one pang of suffering, a petson of 
decent standing in society; whilst the honest poor 
man sinks into obscurity and contempt. 

The practice of imprisonment for debt is un- 
doubtedly a remnant of ancient barbarism. In 
former ages the creditor had great power over 
the person of his debtor, insomuch that he could 
reduce him to, at least, a state of temporary slav- 
ery; and imprisonment may, itself, be viewed as 
one mode of slavery. All that the civilization of 
modern times has done, is to substitute the arm 
of the law, in the arrest and confinement of the 
debtor, for the more summary and vengeful sciz- 
ure of him by the creditor himself. 

The difficulty of legislating upon this subject, 
grows mainly out of the avidity for gain among 
commercial men and shop-keepers. Anxious to 
sell, they too seldom calculate the ability of indi- 
viduals to pay, and they trust, too frequently, 
under the fallacious belief that the law, if mere 
solicitation should fail, will enable them to coerce 
eventual payment of the debt. This avidity for 
gain is often productive of a double eyil, of loss 
to the individual who gives, and to him who re- 
ceives, the credit. By the facility of obtaining 
credit, the edge of husbandry mostly becomes 
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dulled in the latter; he presently gets embar- 
rassed; one creditor pursues him with the severity 
of the law, another follows; and, pressed by bai- 
liffs, sheriffs, debts, interest, fees, and charges, 
his credit, like a wounded porpoise by its more 
fortunate fellow creatures, is completely run down, 
and he finds no refuge but in a jail. Bankrupt 
or insolyent laws afford, in most instances, but a 
partial relief; a relief which is rendered still more 
partial by the greater liberality whiclr is shown to 
those who fail in payment for the largest sums. 

It may be safely affirmed, that, to imprison a 
man for debt, without compelling the creditor to 
furnish him with food and raiment, or without the 
state’s doing so, is a punishment more severe than 
any one contained even in our criminal codes. 
It frequently produces death, by perishing from 
want; and death is considered as the extreme of 
vindictive judgmetits. But there, moreover, is an 
absurdity in the thing, which no human argument 

an palliate. An indigent debtor is put into pri- 
son; and for what? Because he has not property 
wherewithal to pay his debts. Does imprison- 
ment enable him to discharge them? By no 
means: it places it wholly out of his power te do 


so. The law, then, which authorizes the impri- 


sonment, takes from the individual the power of 
doing that, which, for not doing, he is imprisoned. 
Thus, to the sin of poverty the law adds the im- 
possibility of repentance ; and the victim of indi- 
gence is exposed, naked and friendless, to the 
heartless cruelties of implacable creditors. 

But suppose, in this affair, we permit ourselves 
to refine a little: suppose we admit that, by the 
imprisonment of a debtor, his friends are induced, 
from humanity and affection, to come forward, 
satisfy the claim upon him, and release him from 
jail. Does that promote the ends of justice? Not 
in the least: it only transfers the loss from the 
avaricious creditor to the benevolent friend; and, 
by countenancing the transfer, the law sacrifices 
the best sentiments of the heart to the very worst 
of passions. 

In-fine, viewing the question on‘all sides, we 
showd say, that imprisonment for debt is no re- 
medy for insolvency ; and that he who trusts, with- 
out first ascertaining the ability of the party trust- 
ed to pay, deserves no more aid from the law than 
he does in the case of any other gross folly for 
which the law affords no remedy. 


March 10, 1817. BECCARIA. 
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(Continued from page 138.) 
Copy of a letter from the Secretary of State to the 
Chevalier de Onis, dated Feb. 20, 1817. 
Sin,—tI have had the honor to receive your Iet- 
ter of tle 10th instant. 
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From full consideration of the contents of this 
letter, it appears that, although you expect in. 
structions at an early date, to negotiate and con. 
clude a treaty, for the adjusiment of all differences 
between the United States and Spain, which you 
manifest a desire to accomplish, you do not consi- 
der yoursclf autlrorized to do so on any one point 
ut this time. 1 will thank you to state whether] 
have understood correctly the idea which you in. 
tend to conysy. In case I have, L have only to re. 
mark, that although the delay is particularly to be 
regretted, it is not perceived that any advantage 











can be derived from entering into the negotiation 
before you have received your instructions. 
1 have the honor to be, &e. 
JAMES MONROE, 


Translation of a letter from the Chevalier de Onis to 
the Secretury of State, dated 
Washington, Feb. 21, 1817. 

Sir,—In the official letter which you did me 
the honor to direct to me yesterday, you state 
that you had taken into consideration the contents 
of mine of the 10th instant, and, confining your- 
self to one point only out of many on which it 
touches, of the greatest importince, as I think, to 
the interests of both nations, you say, that if you 
had correctly understood the meaning of my let- 
ter, at the same time that I manifest a desire to 
conclude a treaty for the adjustment of all the 
ditierences existing between Spain and the United 
States, [ do not consider myself authorized to do 
so, until f receive the instructions-from my sove- 
reign, of which I am in daily expectation. You 
ask me if this is the true idea which I had wished 
to give you, and add, that if it is, although we 
must both lament the delay, it is not perceived 
that any advantage can be derived from entering 
into the negotiation until 1 receive my instruc. 
tions, 

In my note above mentioned, I made known to 
you, with the candor and sincerity which charac- 
terize me, the causes to which I attributed the 
delay in receiving the instructions consequent on 
the powers which his majesty had given me; and 
I do not doubt that the president will have found 
them as just, as the reasons I stated to you demon- 
strating that a partial negotiation, which did not 
embrace ali the points of disagreement between 
the two nations, cannot accomplish the object of 
the one or the other; which is to get cicar of 
these disagreements, and to take care that they 
are not renewed in future. The.treaty in ques- 
tion ought to provide for the just reclamation of 
the subjects and citizens of the respective parties; 
in it the limits between the two powers should be 
fixed agreeably to their respective rights, to 


equality, to justice and reciprocal convenience. 


Finally, it ought to comprehend different stipula- 
tions analogous to the new state of rcl:.tions of in- 
timacy Which is about to be established between 
the two governments for the greater cncourage- 
ment of their reciprocal conunerce. You know 
that all these points have so intimate a connection 
with each other, that it is not easy to separate 
them; and on the other hand they are of such im- 
portance that I consider it necessary to wait the 
arrival of my instructions, before I conclude de- 
finitively a treaty involving affairs of such magni- 
tude. Nevertheless, as we cannot but feel this 
delay very sensibly, which most probably will be 
short, anxious on my part to lessen it so fur as de- 
pended on me, Ihave suggested to you that we 
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might begin to discuss the points of least impor- 
tance, to the end of having the work in a state of 
forwardness when the instructions should arrive ; 
but, since you prefer waiting for their arrival, I 
will agree to what you may resolve on, persuaded 
that you do not take less interest than I do in fix- 
ing the relations of amity between the two coun- 
tries on a footing the most solid and durable. 
LUIS DE ONIS. 
B 
Translation of a letter fiom Mr. Onis to the Seeveti 
“ry of State, dated February 22, 1816. 
$im,—The letter with which you honored me 
on the 19th of last month, in answer to mine of 
the 30th December end 2d January, had t70 ob- 
jects: The first to make known to me the com- 
plaiats which this government considers itself as 
having against Spain, for a long time past. The 
second tc communicate the resolution of the pre- 
sident on the three points embraced in my notes 
mentioned above. 

You state that the president would have wished 
that I should not have confined myself to bringing 
forward the complaints of his majesty, but should 
have likewise proposed 2 reparation for those of 
the United States against Spain. 

The claim for damages and injuries, of which 
you speak, would have been definitively arranged 
and settled, if the diplomatic relations between 
the two powers had not been interrupted since 
the memorable epoch of 1808; and this govern- 
ment cannot but know that this interruption ought 
not to be imputed to Spain: his majesty having 
made, from that time, the greatest ctiorts to main- 
tain them pure and unaltered. 

i have assured you verbally and in writing, that 
his majesty desired nothing so anxiously as to sa- 
tisfy the United States for every injury they may 
have received from Spain, and to proceed to give 
this satisfaction with that generosity and high 
sense of honor which have at all times distinguish- 
ed the Spanish character, and which have always 
shone conspicuously in the conduct of the govern- 
ment of the king my master. But all these points, 
as being anterior to the epoch I have mentioned 
in my notes, and since then pending between the 
two cabinets, ought to be the object of a particu- 
lar negotiation ; and nothing is more natural or 
more conformable to justice and good faith than 
that, for facilitating this very negotiation, the 
state of things between the two nations should be 
reduced to the same footing on which it was at 
the epoch referred to, since, from that time, there 
has neither been any oflicial correspondence be- 
tween the two governments, nor have the United 
states received the least injury from Spain; and, 
if they have received any, it has been contrary to 
the will of his majesty, and without his knowledge. 
Of this class, without doubt, is that which you 
mention in your note above cited, that js, that 
British troops and agents had been introduced in- 
to Florida, and had communication with the In- 
dian enemies of this republic in its last war with 
Great Britain. The rigorous neutrality which his 
majesty has observed in the island of Cuba, Fast 
Florida, and his other possessions, ought to con- 
vince the president that the governor of West 
Florida (who is, I suppose, the person to whom 
you allude) had like orders with the other chiefs, 
to observe the most strict neutrality, and, if he has 
failed in obeying them, he would have been se- 
vercly chastised, had you have given to me the 
feast intimation as tu his conduct. 
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I will now pass to the second object of which 
your letter treats; that is to say, to the resolution 
which this government has taken on the three 
points stated in my letters of the S0th December 
and 2d January. 

The first was confined to a request that in con- 
formity to the principles I have stated; that is, 
that the affairs between the two nations should be 
placed on the same footing they were before the 
interruption of the diplomatic relations between 
them, his majesty should be put in possession of 
that part of Florida which the troops of this Union 
had occupied. You were pleased to state, in re- 
ply, that this government, believing that it had a 
well founded right, not only to the part of West 
Florida which their troops had occupied, but to a 
gr. .ter cxtent of territory, comprehended: in the 
limits of the vice-royalty of Mexico, had judged 
that with the same propriety that the king, my 
master, occupicd those possessions, the United 
States might retain that part of West Florida they 
held, until it was decided by a friendly conven- 
tion to whom it-belonged. 

Permit ine to observe that there is no parity in 
the cases. ‘The country to which you allude, ex- 
tending to the Rio Bravo, or del Norte, has-been 
under the dominion of Spain, not only before and 
since France ceded Louisiana to his majesty by 
the treaty of 1764, but from cie time of the disco- 
very and conquest of Mexico, without ever having 
passed by treaty to any other nation; whereas the 
Floridas ceased to be a French or Spanish pesses+ 
sion, and passed into the hands of England, under 
the name of East and West Florida, in. the year 
1763. ‘They remained under the power of his 
Britannic majesty, as such, until the year 1783, 
when, by conquest, the Spanish arms, and by so- 
lemn treaty, they passed under the dominion of 
his catholic majesty. From this you will infer 
that, be the interpretation which may be wished 
to be given to the treaty of retrocession of Louisi- 
ana, male between France and Spain in 1800, 
what it may, the two Floridas can never be diréct- 
ly or indirectly included in it; first, because these 
provinces being in the legitimate possession of 
England from the year 1763 to the year 1783 
France could not cede them to Spain by the trea- 
ty of 1764—nor Spain retrocede them to France, 
sot having received them from her, unless there 
should have been an article on this point, in 
which express and direct mention was made of 
the cession; and secondly, because the two con- 
tracting parties (Spain and France) have declared 
in the most solemn manner, the first, that she did 
not cede to France any part of the Floridas—the 
second, that she had not acquired them by the 
treaty of St. Udefonso, or of retroceesion of 1800; 
nor had had the least intention to set up a claim 
tothem. You know very well, that, according to 
all the acknowledged principles of justice, no one 
can be put out of the possession of what he holds, 
until the right of the person who claims it shall 
be proved and recognised ; and that, by a natural 
consequence of this principle, Spain having been 
in possession of West Florida whemthe United 
States laid claim to it, it is proper she should — 
it until this republic shows a better right; which 
ought to be done in a friendly negotiation be- 
tween the two powers; and that it would be an- 
ticipating the negotiating to begin by taking pos- 
session of the territory, the right to which, so far 
us it respects the United States, ought to be the 








object of the negotiation itself. These are th: 
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grounds which support the first demand I made 
on you, in the name of his majesty, in my letter 
of the 30th December, and I flatter myself, that, 
reflecting on facts so well known, you cannot do 
less than consider them just. ih. 

I pass now to the second point; this is confined 
to asking the punishment, according to law, of 
those turbulent and seditious individuals, who 
bave taken up arms within the territory of this 
confederation, and from thence, car ing desola- 
tion, destruction, and horror into the frontier pro- 
vinces of the crown of Spain; and not content 
with the atrocities they have heretofore commit- 
ted, they are now actually engaged in recruiting 
troops; and preparing armaments in the besom of 
this country, again to invade these provinces. I 
have named the ringleaders of these rebels, who 
have violated the neutrality and the most sacred 
laws of the United States, by the well known fact 
of their having armed in their territory, and 
marched from thence in military and hostile array 
to subvert the peace and good order of the do- 
minions of the king my master. I have named 
Toledo, Bernardo, Gutierrez, Doctor Robinson, 
and others, who perpetrated the horrible deeds at 
St. Antonio de Bexas; who recruited their troops 
in Louisiana, and even in the limits of New-Or- 
leans, and proceeded from thence, as an army, to 
assault the province of New Mexico; who com- 
mitted there outrages never heard of even among 
savage tribes; and who, after being defeated, 
again took refuge in the territory of this Union, 
where they are now endeavoring to raise new 
forces to repeat the same excesses. Toledo, Ber- 
nardo, Gutierrez, Doctor Robinson, and their fol- 
lowers, to this time, move about with impunity in 
Louisiana, and even in the city of New-Orleans 
itself. The infraction of the laws of the United 
States, and the violation of the dignity and honor 
ofthe American people, of which they are guilty, 
is public and notorious, not only in this country, 
but in the whole world. I stated to you in addi- 
tion, on this point, that the ringleaders I had 
named to you were expecting considerable rein- 
forcements from Kentucky and Tennessee, to un- 
dertake a hostile expedition aguinst the neighbor- 
ing possessions of my sovereign; and that I had 
advised that these reinforcements, composed of 
American citizens, were raised for the purpose of 
uniting with them. 

You were pleased to state to me, in reply on 
this point, that the president had determined not 
to take any part in the disputes which had arisen 
between his Catholic majesty and the revolted 
provinces on this continent; and that, in con- 
formity, to this system, the governors of different 
states, as wel as the president himself, had issued 
repeated proclamations, directing that all those 
who set on foot, or promoted the recruiting of 
adventurers, with the design of invading the pos- 
sessions of his Catholic majesty, should be prose- 
cuted according to law; that the information re- 
ceived at your depertment, from very respectable 
persons, is, that the force collected by Toledo, is 
very inconsiderable, and composed principally of 
Frenchmen and Spaniards, without the territory 
of the United States, where their laws do not 
reach; that my statements on this point are not 
circumstantial, and that as soon as I pointed out 
American citizens, who promoted the expeditions, 
collected the troops or facilitated the supplies to 
which I referred, and if these collections of troops, 
&e. were in the territory of this Union, they 
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should be immediately dispersed and the persons 
implicated should be prosecuted according to 
law. 

To satisfy you on this point, with that simplici. 
ty and candor which belongs to me, I will divide 
into two classes these seditious persons of whom 
I have spoken to you in my notes. I will include 
in the first class, Toledo, Bernardo, Gutierrez 
and Dr. Robinson, as violators of the laws of the 
neutrality of the United States, an infraction so 
notorious, and so evident, that I should do wron 
to detain you in referring to the innumerable acts 
which demonstrate it in an incontestible manner. 
It is known to you, to your government, and to 
the whole country, that with the troops they in. 
dividually raised three years ago in Louisiana, 
they marched in military array to invade the in. 
ternal provinces of the vice-royalty of Mexico. 
the horrible assassinations they committed, par. 
ticularly those by Bernardo, Gutierrez at St, An. 
tonio de Bexar are known. And finally, it is 
known, that being defeated by the troops of the 
king my master, they took refuge again in this 
country, and that the government. of Louisiana 
permitted them to remain undisturbed in the verv 
territory whose neutrality they had violated. 
This single fact is, in my opinion, a sufficient rea- 
son why the law should take hold of them, before 
they leave the jurisdiction of the United States, 
to renew melancholy scenes. But I will give to 
you even new proofs that these high-way robbers 
have not ceased from that time to concert and 
realize new projects against the tranqiility of 
the inhabitants of the dominions of the king my 
master. 

The annexed copies, marked No. 1, 2, and 3, 
of intercepted letters from ‘Toledo, which have 
been officially sent to me, prove beyond doubt, 
that Toledo had armed in New-Orleans three ves- 
sels in which he carried arms and munitions of 
war, to give support to the insurrection in Mexi- 
co; and that he returned to that city, bringing 
back with him Herrara, who calls himself minister 
plenipotentiary from the revolted provinces to 
this government. You will see, with surprise, 
that Toledo, not content with thus openly viola- 
ting the most sacred laws of neutrality of this con- 
federation, had the impudence to prostitute the 
respectable name of this government, by assert. 
ing, in one of his said letters, that the United 
States only waited the arrival of the minister of 
the revolutionists of Mexico, to acknowledge its 
independence. The other ring-leaders have done 
the same thing to deceive adventurers, both in 
and out of Mexico, and even citizens of the Unit- 
ed States, seducing them by false assurances, that 
their government was decided to support them, 
and that it would proceed immediately to recog- 
nize, as an independent power, that band of high- 
way robbers and insurgents. From the extract of 
a letter from a person of the greatest veracity and 
the best character, now forwarded to you, mark- 
ed No. 4, you will observe that Toledo had de- 
ferred his expedition against the provinces of the 
king my master, as I stated to you in my note of 
the 2d January, as the thousand men he expected 
from Kentucky, and the three hundred from Ten- 
nessee, could not form a junction with him in less 
than twenty-four days; and in Nos. 5 and 6 you 
will see this informa:ion confirmed under a pos- 
terior date, advising me that a number of Ameri- 
cans came down from the states adjacent to Lou- 
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concerted ; and that he (Toledo) would carry 
with him the engineer Laford, Sawary, and one 
3 net. . 

= will also learn that provisions - and a Car- 
thagenian flag were sent to the American brig the 
‘Tom Bowlin, from New-¥ ork, at the moment of 
her arrival at the Balize, by a gun boat of the 
United States, with the object, it would seem, of 
convoying With her the vessels which should sail 
from New-Orleans with munitions of war for the 


establishment at the new port of Tampica; ‘that) 
‘ | purchased in New-Orleans itself five | 


they ha 4 : 
other schooners, which they are actually arming 


to cruize against the Spanish commerce; and 
that it appears that Mr. John K. West, merchant 
of that place, 1s the agent for these vessels; and, 
finally, that in that city there has been a revolu- 
tionary junta, at the head of which is Toledo and 
Herrara, from which has issued the wicked Se 
cree mentioned in these letters—that four honor- 
able Spaniards should be put to death for every 
revolutionist punished by the established laws of 
the monarchy of the king my master. . 

As respects Dr. Robinson, it 18 notorious that 
he has been one of the most infuriate enemies of 
Spain, and the one who has, with the greatest 
eagerness, promoted the rebellion of the pro- 
vinces of his majesty. It was he who introduced 
himself into the internal provinces to seduce their 
inhabitants—it was he who sowed the seeds of 
insurrection—it was he who procured intelligence 
in Saint Antonio de Bexar, for Bernardo Gutier- 
rez, that he might possess himself of the place, 
and afterwards murder fourteen Spanish chiefs ; 
and it was he who published in these United 
States, proclamations, signed with his hand, in- 
viting adventurers from all parts to form an army, 
pointing out the places of enlisting men, and the 
pay of those enlisted ; and, in one word, declaring 
war himself, in a certain mode, against the Spa- 
nish nation from the very bosom of this republic, 
as you will find more in detail in the authentica- 
ted copy, (No. 7) which ‘accompanies this, the 
original of which is in my possession. 

I include in the second class those individuals 
who, seduced by the imposture of the principal 
authors of these hostile expeditions, have assisted, 
from the bosom of this republic, the revolutionists 
of Mexico, some by furnishing them arms and 
munitions of war, others by enlisting themselves, 
in this country, in the army of the insurgents, 
which passed over to subvert ali order in the pro- 
vinces of the king my master. In this number 
are those other persons, whom I have mentioned 
to youin this and my former notes. The informa- 
tion which I gave you respecting some persons 
who were preparing hostile expeditions from 
Georgia, against the possessions of the king my 
master, you will find established, officially, by the 
governor of East Florida, in his letter, (No. 8) 
which accompanies this; in which he advises me 
that John M‘intosh and William Criach, who sup- 
ported the last insurrection in that province, in 
the year 1812, are now recruiting in Georgia a 
considerable number of vagabonds, again to in- 
vade the territory under his command. 

I flatter myself that this series of acts, so cir- 
cumstantial, the information of which has been 
acquired through channels so respectable, will be 
sufficient to call the attention of the presiden: to 
the necessity of cutting up by the roots these 
melancholy abuses, and to shut the door against 
the coptinual violent movements of these turbu- 
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lent people, who, from the bosom of this republic, 
make war on a friendly and neighboring power. 
It has never been the intention of the king, my 
master, to request that the punishmertt of the 
Iaws should be inflicted on these disturb ers of so- 
cial order, when their guilt is not fully proven. 
On the contrary, I have informed you that the ob- 
ject of his majesty is not to take vengeance on 
these high-way robbers, but to shelter his subjects 
from their barbarity. His majesty has only 
thought proper to solicit from the rectitude and 
circumspection of this government, what might 
prevent the crimes which are meditated from 
taking effect, as otherwise it might be too late to 
prevent them, as the offenders will be beyond 
the territory of a friend, and at a distance from 
the arm of the law. Good order requires not only 
the offences already committed should be punish- 
ed, but that those whiich are contemplated should 
be prevented ; and this is the case of the individ- 
uals [ have comprehended in the second class. 
The personal knowledge I have of the rectitude 
of the president inspires me with a confidence 
that he will view the acts I have just stated, as I 
do; and, proceeding in this particular case with 
that integrity and humanity which is the. most 
glorious distinction. of the American character, 
he will be pleased to adopt those measures which 
he may believe most. analogous to the system 
which, you tell me, this government has adopted, 
not to mix in these dissentions, and not to permit 
the citizens of this republic to take we in them, 
nor to permit its territory to be a shelter to fo- 
reigners who try to make war on a friendly 
power. 

To the third point in my notes, intended to so- 
licit from your government, that vessels from the 
insurgent or revolted provinces of Spanish Ame- 
rica should not be admitted into the ports of the 
republic, as well because none of those provinces 
are recognized by any power in the world, as be- 
cause the obligations of friendship and good 
neighborhood demand that we should not in any 
way contribute to protect provinces or subjects 
who have revolted, you have been pleased to 
make known to me that the president, observing 
the change of government which had taken place 
among the revolutionists in Spanish America, had 
adopted the measure of ordering the collectors of 
the customs to admit every description of vessel, 
without regard to her character or flag, provided 
she paid the duties, and observed the laws of the 
country during the time she was in port. 

With due respect for the measures: adopted by 
the chief of this confederation, I cannot do less 
than state to you that the changes of government 
which haye taken place among the revolutionists 
of Spanish America do not appear to me to afford 
a sufficient motive for altering the friendly con- 
duct towards a power, with whom one isin peace 
and harmony. You cannot but know that this 
measure places these factionists not only on a 
footing of equality with the Spanish nation, but 
gives them advantages over all independent pow- 
ers, since, according to the laws of neutrality, the 
United States would not permit any independent 
nation to arm its vessels in their ports, nor to sell 
prizes in them, as is permitted to these revolu- 
tionists. 

Ry the two acts of Congress, one of the 28th of 
February, 1806, and the other of the 24th of the 
same month in 1807, all commerce with the rebels 
of St. Domingo was prohibited at the request of 
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France. As the treaties subsisting between Spain 
and the United States place Spain on the footing 
of the most favored nations, his majesty considers 
himself entitled to expect that this republic will 
now adopt in his favor a like measure during the 
disturbances in Spanish America, or for ‘such 
other period as it may be considered proper to 
designate. Such is the spirit in which I have 
made the three requests to your government, 
stated in my former notes. I hope that the pre- 
sent observations will merit a favorable reception 
from the rectitude and wisdom of the president 
and yourself, I have given an account to my go- 
vernmient of all these particulars, sending it a co- 
py of my notes, and of the answer I had the honor 
to receive from you. And, in the mean time, I 
ought to reiterate to you the most positive as- 
surances of the disposition of the king, my mas- 
ter, to maintain and to strengthen the ties of 
friendship and good understanding with these 
states. 

At the conclusion of your note, which I am now 
answering, you are pleased to make known to me 
that this government is anxious to terminate, by 
means of a friendly negotiation with the king my 
master, all pending differences, and that it will be 
very satisfxctory to the president to know that I 
am vested with powers to that effect. I have not 
lost any time in communicating to my sovereign 
this desire of the president, and I will have the 
satisfaction of announcing to you what his majesty 
may determine on this point: nevertheless, I 
ought to state to you, (although it would be high- 
ly flattering with me to treat with you, as your 
penetration and rectitude would facilitate the ar- 
rangement of these affairs) ry it appears to me 
that, as Mr. Erving has not ¥et sailed from the 
United States, that the business would be expe- 
dited if the president would give him power and 
instructions to terminate the negotiations at Ma- 
drid. ‘This arrangement cannot present great 
difficulties; the respective rights of each power 
being once settled by common agreement, a 
friendly understanding being had on each point 
in discussion, and it being determined what are 
the reciprocal obligations of Spain and the United 
States, they would be still further obviated if you 
would have the goodness to inform me, frankly 
and plainjy, as [ requested in a former letter, 
what are the pretensions of right, which the Unit- 
ed States have aguinst Spain, and what are those 
for their own convenience, which they desire to 
realize for an equivalent which may be advantage- 
ous to the two nations, to the end that, with the 
knowledge I have acquired of the mutual interests 
of both, { may recommend to the attention of his 
majésty these particular points. 

{ renew to vou my respécts, and pray God to 
preserve vour &fe many years. 


LUIS DE ONIS. ; 


Philadelphia, Feb. 22, 1816. 


Copy of a letter from the Secretary oj State to the 
Csevalier de Onis, dited 
Department of State, June 10, 1816. 

Sin,—1 had the honor to receive your letter of 
February 22d soon after its date, and to communi- 
cate it to the president. 

Anxious as this government has been to termi- 
nate ail differences with his catholic majesty, on 
conditions of reciprocal advantage, and with egual 
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you had been vested with full power to : 
and conclude a treaty for these Surpeen, ee 

I have the honor now to state that Mr. Ervj 
minister plenipotentiary of the United States { 
his tatholic majesty, has been instructed on the: “ 
important subjects; and that, as the views of this 
government are just and liberal, a strong hope . 
entertained that your government, bringing to the 
negotiation a similar disposition, will agree re 
such an arrangement as will be mutually advan, 
tageous and satisfactory to both nations. ‘ 

However agreeable it might be to leave these 
high concerns in this train, without further discys 
sion here, it is nevertheless proper to notice come 
passages in your letter of February 22d, notwith. 
standing the clear light in which the subjects to 
which they relate have been placed in former 
communications. You intimate in your late letter 
of May 30th a desire to receive a particular ap. 
swer to that of February 22d; and it is just that 
you should see that my silence was imputable to 
the cause only which is above suggested. 

You state that as that portion of Louisiana, which 
lies eastward of the Mississippi and the Iberville 
had been ceded by France to Great Britain in 
1763, and by Great Britain to Spain in 1783, it 
could not be comprised in the cession of Spain to 
France in 1800, nor of the latter to the United 
States in 1803; and you draw this conclusion 
from the supposed import of the term “ retroces. 
sion” used in the two latter treaties; which you 
say applies to that portion only whfch Spain had 
received from France. My interpretation of these 
treaties, taking into view so much thercof as re- 
lates to this subject, is very different. As to the 
term “ retrocession,” it is evident that it was not 
the intention of the parties that it should have 
any effect whatever on the extent of the territory 
ceded. The import of this term is too vague, and 
the term itself was used in a manner too casual to 
admit such an inference, even had there been no. 
thing else in the treaty between Spain and France 
of 1800, to show that the construction you con- 
tend for, is altogether inconsistent with the mani- 
fest intention of the parties. ‘The import of this 
term would, in my opinion, be satisfied, if the 
whole province had passed in the first instance 
from France to Great Britain, and been conveyed 
afterwards by Great Britain to Spain, and by Spain 
back again to France. In regard to France, this 
last conveyance would have been a “ retroces- 
sion,” as, by it, the territory would have been 
ceded back to her. It was very natural, there- 
fore, that this term should be used, being applica- 
ble in the most limited sense, in which it can be 
taken, to at least ninetcen twenticths of the pro- 
vince, and in a qualified sense, to the whole. 

Had it been intended to exempt any portion of 
the province in the possession of Spain from the 
operation of the treaty of St. Idelphonso, it would 
have been easy to have done it, and in a manner 
to preclude all doubt of the intention of the par- 
tics. It might, for exemple, have been stated that 
Spain ceded back to France such part of the pro- 
vince as France hid ceded to Spain. A. stipula- 
tion to this effect would have been concise, sim- 
ple, and very perspicuous ; it would have render- 
ed useless and unnecessary the other provisions 
of the article, in regard to the point in discussion, 
and for any purpose whatever, the first of those 
provinces; or, they might have defined the extent 
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honor to both parties; it would have been very 
satisfactory to the president, to haye found tleat 


of the cession by a natura! boundary, which would 
have been equally distinet and satisfagtory. Had 
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P to France all that portion of Louisiana 
oe sapere of the Mississippi the Iber- 
ville and the lakes Maurepas and I ontchartrain, 
no controversy could ever have arisen between 
France and Spain respecting’ the eastern limits, 
as to What Spain had ceded in that quarter, and 
what she had retained; nor could there have been 
one between the United States and Spain. By 
declining to define the boundaries of Louisiana, 
eastward, in some one of these obvious and per- 
spicuous modes, it is just to conclude that it was 
intentional ; that there was an object in it, and 
what that object was, is sufficiently apparent, from 
a fair construction of the provisions of the article 

ady noticed. . 
am treaty of St. Idephonso, in 1800, the 

rovince of Louisiana is ceded to France by Spain, 
« with the same extent it néw has in the hands of 
Spain, and that it had when France possessed it: 
and such as it should be after the treatics subse- 
quently entered into between Spain and other 
states.’ And by the treaty of 1803, between the 
United States and France, this article of the trea- 
ty between France and Spain is inserted verba- 
tim, by which the United States are placed pre- 
cisely on the same ground on which France her- 
self stood. 

If we recur to the several provisions, we shall 
find that each has 9 distinct object, for which it 
would not have been necessary to provide, espe- 
cially in that mode, if it had been the intention of 
the parties that no portion of West Florida, in 
question, should have been exempted from the 
cession. By stipulating first, that the province 
was ceded “ with the same extent it now has in 
the hands of Spain,” direct reference was made 
to that portion of West Florida lying between the 
Mississippi, the Iberville, the lakes Maurepas and 
Pontchartrain, and the Perdido. , ‘This provision 
cannot be construed as alluding to any other part 
of the province, and its sole cffect was intended 
to be to include it in the cession to France. The 
second provision is equally explicit, “ that it had 
when France possessed it.” It is known that 
France had held the province to that extent, be- 
fore the treaties of 1763, by which she had ceded 
it to Spain and Great Britain, and by this stipula- 
tion it was ceded back to her in the same extent, 
so far as Spain could do it. The third provision 
has an object equally distinct, and is the more im- 
portant, because by giving it its intended effect, 
the construction given to the others is fully con- 
firmed. ‘Such as it should be after the treaties 
subsequently entered into between Spain and 
other states.” By the treaty between the United 
States and Spain, in 1795, the boundaries, as es- 
tablished between the United States and Great 
Britain, in 1783, and the free navigation of the 
Mississippi, are confirmed, with the addition of 
the right of deposite at New-Orleans. ‘This pro. 
vision applics to this treaty, and likewise to the 
treaty of 1783, between Great Britain and Spain, 
by which West Florida was ceded to the latter, 
whereby she was enabled to restore it, in the ex- 
tent contended for, to France. In regard to its 
operation on the treaty of 1795, between the 
United States and Spain, it was a provision which 
the United States had a right to expect from the 
good faith of Spain. 

This view of th »subject, which was, in sub- 
stance, taken by the ministers of the United States 
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conclusive. You urge, however, agaitst it, that 
the French government had stated that it was not 
its intention to cede to the United States that 
portion of Louisiana which France had ceded to 
Great Britain by the treaty of 1763. The same 
declaration was made to the ministers of the Uniit- 
ed States, at Aranjuez, in 1805, for the same put- 
pose that it is now repeated. A just regard to 
the rights of the United States, founded on the 
cession which France had made to them, with a 
thorough knowledge of all the circumstances at- 
tending the transaction, combined with a due re- 
spect to the government of France, dictated the 
answer. Your government wasinformed that the 
American envoys had proposed to the French go- 
vernment, in the negotiation which terminated in 
the cession of Louisiana by France to the United 
States, in 1803, that its boundaries should be de- 
fined by the treaty, to which the French govern- 
ment did not accede, prefering to insert in it an 





extract from the treaty of St. Ildephénso, by’ 
which the province had been ceded by Spain to 
France, with intention to place the United States, 
in regard to Spain, on the same ground, precise- 
ly, that France held herself under the treaty of 
St. Ildephonso, unprejudiced by any opinion of 
her own. Nothing had occurred in the negotia- 
tion with France to excite a doubt that the Perdi- 
do was the eastern boundary of Louisiana. It had 
been the boundary of the province when held by 
France, before the treaties of 1763, and it was 
made so again by the treaty of St. Ildephonso, 
which restored it to her. Such was the construc- 
tion which the American ministers gave to that 
treaty, who were engaged in the negotiation with 
France, and such their representation of it to their 
government, after the treaty with France was 
concluded. It merits particular attention that 
when your government was requested to cede to 
the United States such territory as they were de- 
sirous of obtaining, prior to their acquisition of 
Louisiana, it rephed to their minister at Madrid, 
by a letter of the 3d of May, 1803, “ that by the 
retrocession made to France of Louisiana, that 
\power regained the province with the limits it 
had, saving the rights acquired by other powers ; 
and that the United States could address them- 
selves to the French government to negotiate the 
acquisition of territories which might suit their 
interests.” With the subject thus presented be- 
oe the government of the United States, the 
air construction of the article of the treaty of St. 
Iidephonso, maintained by the American minis- 
ters in their official communication accompanying 
the treaty, sanctioned, as it evidently was, by the 
letter of your minister of state, the treaty of Paris 
of 1803 was ratified. It could not be expected 
that the United States would appeal, under these 
circumstances, to France for information, as to 
the extent of the acquisition which they had 
made, or be governed by any opinion which her 
government might express in that stage respect- 
ng it. 

With respect to the western boundary of Lou- 
isiana, I have to remark, that this government has 
never doubted, since the treaty of 1803, that.it 
extended to the Rio Bravo. Satisfied I am, if the 
claims of the two nations were submitted to an 
impartial tribunal, who, observing the principles , 
applicable to the case, and tracing facts, as to dis- 
covery and settlement, on cither side, that such 





in 1805, in a negotiation with your government, 
at Aranjuez, appears to me, as it then did, to be 


would be its decision. The discovery of the Mis- 
sissippi, as low dywn as the Arkansas, in 1673, 








—= 


oe 


~ tee 





170 THE NATIONAL REGISTER. 


and to its mouth in 1680, and the establishment of 
settlements on that river, and on the bay of St. 
Bernard, on the western side of the Colorado, in 
1685, under the authority of France, when the 
nearest settlement of Spain was in the province 
of Panuco, are facts which place the claim of the 
United States on ground not to be shaken. It is 
known that nothing occurred afterwards on the 
part of France to weaken this claim. The differ- 
ence which afterwards took place between France 
and Spain, respecting Spanish encroachments 
there, and the war which ensued, to which they 
contributed, tend to confirm it. 

Ihave thought it proper to make these remarks 
in reply to your letter of February 22d, respect- 
ing the eastern and western boundary of Louisi- 
ana. The subject having been fully treated in 
several notes to your government in 1805, and 
particularly in those of March 8th and April 20th, 
of that year, I beg to refer you to them for a fur- 
ther view of the sentiments of this government on 
the subject. 

In adverting to the parts of your letter which 
relate to the revolted provinces of Spain in Ame- 
rica, and the aid, which you state, the revolution- 
ary party have derived from the United States; I 
cannot avoid expressing equally my surprise and 
regret. I stated in my letter to you of January 
19th, that no aid had ever been afforded them, 
either in men, money or supplies of any kind by 
the government, not presuming that the gratuit- 
ous supply of provisions to the unfortunate people 
of Carraccas, in consequence of the calamity with 
which they were visited, would be viewed in that 
light, and that aid to them from our citizens, in- 
consistent with the laws of the United States, and 
with the law of nations, had been prohibited, and 
that the prohibition had been enforced with care 
and attention. You stated in your letter of Janu- 
ary 2d, that forees were collecting in different 
parts of our western and southern country, par- 
ticularly in Kentucky, Tennessee and Louisiana, 
for the purpose of invading the Spanish provinces. 
I stated to you in reply, that I knew of no such 
collection of troops in any quarter, and that from 
information derived from the highest authorities, 
I was satisfied that none such had been made. I 
requested you to state at what points these troops 
were collected, and who were the commanders? 
You have sent me, in reply, extracts of letters 
from persons whose names are withheld, which 
establish none of the facts alledged as to the rais- 
ing of troops in the United States, but recite only 
vague rumours to that effect. I have the honor 
to transmit to you a ¢opy of a letter on this sub- 
ject, from Mr. Dick, the attorney of the United 
States for the district of Louisiana, by which you 
will see how attentive the public authorities there 
have been to the execution of the laws of the 
United States, and to the orders of the govern- 
ment, and how little they have deserved the 
charges made against them. 

As I cannot doubt that you have taken errone- 
ous impressions from the misrepresentation of 
partial or misinformed individuals, and that you 
have communicated the same to your government, 
1 rely on your candor to adopt such measures as 
may appear best calculated to place the whole 
subject before it in a true light. It is important 
that the effort which the president is now making 
to adjust our differences with Spain should have 
the desired result; and it is presumable that a 








correct knowledge of the conduct of the United 
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States, in these circumstances, would 
it. a 
Thave the honor to be, &c, 
r JAMES MONRO 
(To be continued.) we 





Adjt. & Ins. Gen’s. Office, 
March, 8, 1817. 
GENERAL ORDER. 

The following promotions have been made in 
the army by the president of the United States, 
with the advice and consent of the senate, since 
the publishing of the register on the Ist of Janua. 
ry last, viz ; 

Light Artillery. 

[st Lieut. Wm. F. Hobart, to be Captain, 1st 
Jan. 1817. 

1st Lieut. Geo. N. Morris, to be Captain, 15th 
Jan. 1847. 

2d Lieut. Elijah Lyon, to be Ist Lieut. 1st Jap, 
1817. 
2d Lieut. Samuel Washburn, to be Ist Licut, 
15th Jan. 1817. 

Brevet 2d Lieut. Thos. I. Gardner, to be 24 
Lieut. 1st. Jan. 1817. 

Do. 2d Lieut. B. L. E. Bonneville, to be 2g 
Lieut. 15th Jan. 1817. 

First Regiment of Infantry. 

2d Lieut. Thos. Rogers, to be Ist Lieut. 31st 
Oct. 1816. 

Third Regiment of Infaniry. 

Ist Lieut. James Hackley, to be Captain, 17th 
May, 1816. 

2d Licut. Asher Philips, to be 1st Lieut. 17 May, 
1816. . 

Fourth Regiment of Infantry. 

Ist Lieut. Wm. Nelson, to be Captain, Ist Dec, 
1816. 

2d Lieut. Philip Wager, to be 1st Lieut. Ist Dec. 

16. 


2d Lieut. Joseph Shommo, to be Ist Lieut. 31st 
Dec. 1816. 

2d Lieut. Henry Wilson, to be Ist Lieut. 31st 
Dec. 1816. 

2d Lieut. Geo. B. M‘Claskey, to be 1st Lieut. 
Slst Dec. 1816. 


Fifth Regiment of Infantry. 
Ist Lieut. Henry Whiting, to be Captain, 34 
March, 1817. 
2d Lieut. Nathan Clark, to be 1st Lieut. 3d 
March, 1817. 
Seventh Regiment of Infantry. 
2d Lieut. Joseph W. Allston, to be Ist Lieut. 
20th Dec. 1816. 
2d Lieut. Robert H. Goodwyn, to be Ist Lieut. 
1st Feb. 1817. : 
Eighth Regiment of Infantry. 
Ist Lieut. David Riddle, to be Captain, 3d Dec. 
1816. 
2d Lieut. Charles Stevens, to be 1st Lieut. 3d 
Dec. 1816. 
Appointments. 
Claude Crozet, to be Professor of Engineering 
at the Military Academy, 6th March, 1817. 
Capt. William Tell Pousin, to be Assistant To- 
pograpbical Engineer, 6th Merch, 1817. 
Abraham Wendell, to be 2 ' Lieutenant in the 
3d Infantry, 5th March, 1817. 
Henry R. Dulany, to be 2d Lieutenant in the 
4th Infantry, 5th March, 1817. 
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Martin Thomas, to be 3d lieut. of Ordnance, 5th 
March, 1817. 


By order, 
D. PARKER, 
Adj. & Ins. Gen. 





LOSS OF THE CHIPPEWA. 

a letter from Captain George C. Read, to 
the Secretary of the Navy, dated 

NEW-rork, Jan. 16th, 1817. 

Sir—In conformity to your orders of the 6th 
. 1 left Boston on the 27thof that month, 
to the Bay of Mexico, and on the 12th 
at half past 2 P. M. intending to take 
the Caycos passage, made one of the islands by the 
same name, bearing S.S. W. Upon discovering 
the land, I immediately hauled up for it, in order 
to ascertain what part of this group it wes, beiig 
under the impression, as well from its appearance, 
as from the latitude and supposed longitude, it 
might be the N. W. extremity. 

‘At 15 minutes past 4 P. M. having approached 
within nine miles, as I judged, of the shore, and 
having satisfied myself it was the north or middle 

Caycos, bore up W. S. W. no land to the westward 
at this time being visible. 

The best chart on board represented the north 
and N. W. shores perfectly clear of all impedi- 
ments, and the course I was then steering as not 
only safe, but one tending to draw off from the 
land. At half past 5, night coming on, the bear- 
ings of the eastern and western extremities of the 
land were taken, made the middle Caycos: bear 
east, and the northwest point, which was plain in 
sight, 8. W. each distant ten miles. To be certain, 
however, that the land which we took for the N. 
W. point, was the most western land in sight, I di- 
rected the master to go aloft, who on getting there, 
reported in the affirmative. Under these circum- 
stances, with a chart on which no danger was de- 
lineated ; steering a course upon which T had no 
accident to apprehend; with the point, round 
which I wished to double, distinctly in view, I 
could not feel otherwise than in possession of the 
fullest confidence. 

At35 minutes past six, having ran eight and a 
half miles, I deemed myself abreast of the above 
point, with an offing of at least ten miles, and di- 
rected the brig hauled up one point on S. W. by 
W. My hauling up sooner than may be consider- 
ed prudent, (which quite as unfortunately as unex- 
pectedly proved so) was dictated by the apprehen- 
sion of getting too far to the westward, thereby 
vendering it difficult to lie through the passage, on 
account of the trade winds at this season of the 
year inclining much to the southward, 

At 10 minutes past 7, whilst steering the latter 
course, heard the noise of breakers on the larboard 
beam, when the helm was ordered up, but scarce- 
ly had the order been issued, when she struck with 
much violence upon a rocky bottom. In this si- 
tuation, without being immediately able to discover 
the shore, or to form the most distant idea of the 
position of our danger, the sails were trimmed, the 
hands set to lighten the ship, and an exertion made 
to force her oft with her head to the northward 
and westward. ‘This effort at first wore a favora- 
ble aspect, and 1 felt sanguine in being able to ex- 
tricate her ina few minutes; but, after having 
forced ahead some fathoms, she was again brought 


Copy of 


November, 
to proceed 
December, 


up with redoubled violence, and lost the use of 


ligr rudder. The boats were now got out, and an 
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anchor carried and let go in an easterly direction. 
The sails were furled, and with as much expedi 
tion as possible we commenced heaving and again 
lightning ship. About this time, a boat which I 
had sounding round the vessel returned, when I 
was informed the reef on which we were, appear. 
ed to extend from the shore ; that it ran some dis- 
tance outside of us, and that it was a bottom 
composed of sharp rocks; upon which there 
was but thirteen feet water, for upwards of a ca- 
ble’s length in every direction : the brig drawing 
sixteen feet and an half. ‘The carpenter also, re- 
ported the water in the hold having made its ap- 
pearance above the birth deck The getting off 
now, would have been useless, even though it had 
heen practicable. I therefore turned the attention 
of the officers to getting as many of the crew into 
the boats as they would carry, and sent them to 
find the shore. Shortly after their departure the 
brig being in the act of turning over on her star- 
board bilge, I was under the necessity of having 
the masts cut away. The preservation of those 
left on the wreck had now become somewhat pre- 
carious; the wind and sea had increased consider- 
ably from the period of her first taking the ground, 
and there were no boats to take them off. Luck- 
ily, however, the boats had effected a landing 
about 3 A.M. when the remaining part of the 
crew, the officers and myself, abandoned the wreck 
and reached the shore. 

It gratifies me to say that better conduct could 
not have been exhibited by any officers in a simi- 
lar situation. All orders from me were promptly 
obeyed by the executive officer (Lieut. Edward 
Shubrick) and such was the zeal manifested by the 
officers and crew generally, for the preservation 
of the vessel, that had it been an ordinary bottom 
upon which we struck, their exertions must have 
been crowned withsuccess. My proceedings from 
the date of this unhappy event, until T left the a- 
bove island, shall be the subject of another com- 
munication, and in the hope that no unfavorable 
impression may be received until an investigation 
of my conduct, which I trust will speedily take 
place, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
GEORGE C. READ. 
The Hon. W. B. Crownrnsuretn, 
Secretary of the Navy of the United States. 

A court of enquiry was recently held in New 
York, in pursuance of an ortler of the Secretary of 
the Navy, issued on receipt of the preceding let- 
ter, to investigate the causes and circumstances 
which produced the loss of the U. S. brig Chippe- 
wa, under the command of George C. Read, Esq. 
a master commandant in the navy of the United 
States. ‘Che court was composed of captain Sam- 
uel Evans, as president, capt. Samuel Angus and 
master commandant Edward Trenchard, as mem- 
bers, and James A. Hamilton, Esq. as judge advo- 
cate. After a minute enquiry into all the facts 
and circumstances connected with the loss of the 
brig Chippewa, it was satisfactorily established, 
that no blame whatever attached tp the command- 
er; and that captain Read, his officers and crew, 
made every possible exertion to save the vessel. 

The proceedings of the court of enquiry were 
approved by the Secretary of the’ Navy, and cap- 
tain George C. Read was ordered to report him- 
self for duty. 
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VINDICATION 
OF PAULDING, VAN WART AND WILLIAMS. 

In giving the following affidavit, which original- 
ly appeared in the New-York Courier, we omit 
the introductory remarks made by the editor of 
that paper. Public opinion has been expressed 
on this subject in almost ail the newspapers in 
Ahe country, and a further agitation of the subject 
we deem unnecessary : 

ISAAC VAN WART’S AFFIDAVIT. 


Isaac Van Wart of the town of Mount Pleasant, 
in the county of Westchester, being duly sworn, 
doth depose and say, that he is one of three per- 
sons, who arrested major Andre, during the Ame- 
rican revolutionary war, and conducted him to the 
American camp. ‘That he, this deponent, togeth- 
er with Dayid Williams and John Paulding, had 
secreted themselves at the side of the high-way, 
for the purpose of dctecting any persons coming 
from or having unlawful intercourse with the en- 
emy, being between the two armics; a service 
not uncommon in those times. That this depo- 
nent and his companions were armed with mus- 
kets; and upon sceiifg major Andre approach the 
place where they were concealed, they rose and 
presented their muskets at him, and required him 
to stop, which he did. He then asked them 
whether they belonged to his party? and then 
they asked him which was his party ? to which he 
replied, the lower party—Upon which they deem- 
ed a little stratagem, under such circumstances, 
not only justifiable, but necessary, gave him to 
understand that they were of his party; upon 
which he joyfully declared himself to be a British 
officer, and told them, that he had been out upon 
very particular business. Having ascertained thus 
much, this deponent and his companions unde- 
ceived him as to their characters, declaring them- 
selves Americans, and that he must consider him- 
self their prisoner. Upon this, with seeming un- 
concern, he said he had a pass from general Ar- 
néld, which he exhibited, and then insisted on 
their permitting him to proceed. But they told 
him, that as he had confessed himself to be a 
British officer, they deemed it their duty to con- 


vey him to the American camp; and then took } 


him into a wood, a short distance from the high- 
way, in order to guard against being surprised by 
parties of the enemy, who were frequently recon- 
noitering in that neighbourhood. ‘That when 
they had him in the wood, they proceeded to 
search him, for the purpose of ascertaining who 
and what he was, and found inside of his stockings 
and boots, next to his bare feet, papers, which 
satisfied them that he was a spy: major Andre 
now showed them his gold watch, and remarked, 
that it was evidence of his being a gentleman, and 
also promised to make them any reward they 
might name, if they would but permit him to pro- 
ceed, which they refused. He then told them, 
that if they doubted the fulfilment of his promise, 
they might conceal him in some secret place, and 
keep him there, until they could send to New- 
York, and receive their reward. And this depo- 
nent expressly declares, that every offer made by 
major Andre to them, was promptly and resolute- 
ly refused. And for himself, he solemnly declares 
that he had not, and he does most sincerely belicve 
that Paulding and Williams had not any intention 
of plundering their prisoner ; nor did they confer 
with each other, or even hesitate, whether they 
should accept his promises, but on the contrary 


they were, in the opinion of this d ; 
erned, like himself, by a deep interest in the er. 
of the country, and a strong sense of duty - 
this deponent further says, that he never ve 
the British camp, nor does he believe op — 
that cither Paulding or Williams ever did = 
that Paulding was once before Andre’s aa 
and once afterwards, made a prisoner by the Iie 
tish, as this deponent has been informed and - 
lieves. And this deponent, for himself, ex eg 
ly denies that he ever held any unlawful tra hc ~ 
any intercourse whatever, with the enemy, ind 
—uppealing solemnly to that omniscient being at 
whose tribunal he must soon appear, he Fe 
pressly declare that all accusations, charging hi 8 
therewith are utterly untrue. ~ 
ISAAC VAN Warr 
Sworn, this 28th of Jan- F 
uary, 1817, before ink 
cob Radcliff. 


We, the subscribers, inhabitants of the county 
of Westchester, do certify that during the revolj. 
tionary war, we were well acquainted with Isaac 
Van Wart, David Williams, and John Paulding 
who arrested major Andre ; and that at no time 
during the revolutionary war, was any suspicion 
ever entertained by their neighbors or acquaint. 
ances that they, or either of them held any un. 











due intercourse with the enemy. On the contra. 
ry they were universally esteemed and taken to 
be ardent and faithful in the cause of the country, 
We further certify that the said Paulding and 
Williams are not now resident among us, but that 
Isaac Van Wart is a respectable freeholder of the 
town of Mount Pleasant, that we are well ac. 
quainted with him; and we do not hesitate to de. 
clare our belicf that there is not an individual in 
the county of Westchester, acquainted with Isaae 
Van Wart, who would hesitate to describe him 
as aman of a sober, moral, industrious and reli- 
gious life—as a man whose integrity is as unim- 
peachable as his veracity is undoubted. In these 
respects no man in the county of Westchester is 
his superior. 

JONATHAN G. TOMPKINS, aged 81 years. 

JACOB PURDY, aged 77 years. 

JOHN ODELL, aged 60 years. 

JOHN BOYCE, aged 72 years. 

J. REQUA, aged 57 years. 

WILLIAM PAULDING, aged 81 years. 

JOHN REQUA, aged 54 years. 

ARCHER READ, aged 64 years. 

GEORGE COMB, aged 72 years. 

GILBERT DEAN, aged 70 years. 

JONATHAN ODELL, aged 87 years. 

CORNELIUS VANTASSEL, aged 71 years. 

THOMAS BOYCE, aged 71 years. 

TUNIS LYNT, aged 71 years. 

JACOBUS DYCKMAN, aged 68 years. 

WILLIAM HAMMOND. 

JOHN ROMER. 





FOREIGN SUMMARY. 


CHINA. 

The emperor of China is said to have refused to 
receive the British Ambassador lately sent to that 
quarter of the world with splendid presents for his 
Imperial majesty : of the presents, he woulel only 
— the portraits of the king and queen of Eng- 
and. 
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RUSSIA. 

i j ican legation 

utr. King, Secretary to the American legation, 
Bade at St. Petersburg. Mr. Pinkney, who 


was at Vienna on the 25th of a was daily 
ln 

December 15.—Letters from Warsaw state, that 
the Emperor of Russia has issued a decree, esta- 
plishing a military conscription for the kingdom of 
Poland, according to which every person, Ww ithout 
distinction of rank, origin, or religion, is to per- 
form military service during ten years, from the 
_ £20to 30. Twocorps of reserve are to be 
cng of the conscripts; the first corps is des- 
rm to complete the troops of the line, and the se- 
cond to supply the places of those removed to the 
first corps. Exceptions from conscription are 

ranted to certain professions, to foreigners and 
their sons, to persons married before the promul- 
tion of the decree or before the age of 20, to 
only sons, and to one son out of each family, &c. 
Substitutes are allowed. 
AUSTRIA. 

December 11.—The day before yesterday the 
most foolish reports were spread at Vienna of an 
approaching war between Russia and the Porte, of 
a treaty binding Austria to assist, of the march of 
troops to the Bukowina, of the establishment of 
magazines and contracts for horses for the army. 
The journey of General Count Walmoden to Ber- 
lin, (which he really made, but mereiy on busi- 
ness,) furnished the ground for these absurdities, 
of whieh not a syllable is true, but which, however, 
so affected our exchange, that it fell in one day 
year 20 per cent. It was down yesterday at 364, 
but rose to day to 355. A few daysago a courier 
was despatched to St. Petersburg, whose despatch- 
es were said to relate to the compromise of some 
differences between Portugal and Spain. 

UNITED NETHERLANDS. 

December 15.—Paris papers state that the empe- 
yor of Morocco has entered into a treaty with the 
Dutch, and has agreed to pay 200,000 piastres to 
the Dutch government. 

30—A free export of corn is not allowed from 
this country to England. One branch of our legis- 
lature has rejected a bill for that purpose. Large 
tracts of land have been inundated by the conii- 
med rains. 

Count Alex. Tilly, a general officer in the ser- 
vice of France, who has resided at Brussels for 
some time, drove in a hackney-coach to a gun- 
smith’s, where he’ bouglit a double barrelled horn 
pistol, which he caused to be loaded in his pre- 


\$sence, and getting again into the coach, blew out 


\ his brains. He was taken to St. John’s hospital, 
‘ where he died at 4 o’clock. ‘There was found 
upon him a letter addressed to an august person- 
age. ‘There is great reason to suppose that im- 
mense debts has led this officer to such a rash act. 
{Query. Is this the count ‘lilly formerly so well 
known in Philadelphia ?] 
FRANCE. 

January 2.—Gen. Savary, has been. condemned 
todeath. (Gen. 8. during the reign of Napoleon, 
was duke of Rovigo, and has acted as minister of 
te Police. After the battle of Waterloo he at- 
tended the ex-emperor to England, but was not 
allowed to accompany him to St. Helena. The 
British conveyed him to Malta, whence he was suf: 
fered to depart; the last w® recollect to have 
heard of him was, that he had found his way to 
SmyTia.] 
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Gen. Turreau, (formerly minister from Napole- 
on to the government of the United States,) has 
lately died at his estate of Conchas in Normandy. > 

Letters from Bordeaux state the detection of a 
conspiracy there, to"restore the Bonapartean dy- 
nasty, by Pane the ex-empress Maria Louisa 
regent of France during the minority of her son. 
It is understood that the French government has 
given orders for the purchase of 40,000 barrels of 
four in America, for the supply of the city of Pa- 
ris. 

There is the project of a Jaw under considera- 
tion in the French legislature for allowing the cler- 
gy to receive gifts and bequests. This is an enter- 
ing wedge for the resumption of the domains .of 
the church. 

By official accounts, the present population of 
France, without including Corsica and the colo- 
nies, is 28,818,041. 

ITALY. 

The sculptor Canova, Marquis d’Ischia, is oc- 
cupied at Rome with three busts, which the holy 
father intends to present to Lord Castlereagh, the 
| Duke of Wellington, and Mr. Hamilton, under se- 
'cretary Of siate, who chiefly contributed to the 
restitution of the works of art to his holiness. 

SPAIN. 
December 5.—A royat decree announces, .that 
for the purpose of collecting the necessary sums 
for continuing to send troops to the provinces. of 
America, which, unfortunately, do not enjoy com- 
plete tranquility, a duty of one per cent. shall be 
levied, Ist, on all articles introduced into the ports 
of America and those of the Philipine islands; 
and 2d, that the gold or silyer imported or ex- 
ported by the said ports shall pay the same duty. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 

December 15.—The French government attempt- 
ed (fruitlessly) to negotiate a loan in our money 
market, as it is said not to be able to pay up at 
this time its stipulated contributions. Amertca is 
also to be furnished from England with the dollars 
necessary to open its national bank. 

27. The Duke of WeUington arrived in London 
last night, accompanied by Lord Arthur Hill. On 
the 29th of December he took his departure, on, 
his return to Paris. is visit, from the last ac- 
counts, appears to have had for its chief object to 
lay before the British ministry the actual inability 
of France to subsist the numerous foreign troops 
quartered upon her. 

Charles, earl of Stanhope, is deceased, at his 
seat in Kent. 

‘The British navy, now in commission, consists 
of twelve ships of the line, seven fifties, forty- 
cight frigates, fifty-nine sloops, and some store 
ships. 

Licut. the honorable Augustus Stanhope, has 





| been dismissed his majesty’s service, for scandal- 


ous and ungentlemanlike conduct, in extorting 
large sums of money, by gaming, from Lord Beau- 
champ. [.2 good exampie.} 

Christopher Hughes, jun. and family have ar- 
rived in London, on their way to Stockholm, in 
Sweden. Mr. Hughes has been appointed secre-. 
tary of the American legation at the Swedish 
court, and wili act as charge des affuires ad in- 
ierim. 

An Aincrican black, a native of Charleston, has 
been arrested in London 2s one of the Spafield 
rioters. [Cuiffce seems thus to have been giving 





Juhn Bulla lesson upon the subject of political 





‘reform. ] 
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December 31.—A London paper says, “ It is un- 1) gunpowder, saltpetre, or a ¢ 
derstood that the differencés between Russia and a to the me of Afticas Weas & arMs OF amy. Gi 
the United States,-rclative to the arrest of the |] tinent of America, the British Colonies oF Ot. po 
° ro * r iste . Sts 2 
Russian consul, have been amicably adjusted. Mr. |] States excepted. and United tat 
Alexander Eyerett, who lately arvived in this New Silver Coinage. [ Official noti lo 
country from America, on his way to Russia, with * Royal Mint, Jan. 17, 1817—The -_ ; 3 
despatches, learnt from advices received by the ]| coinage being now very nearly finished ew silver 
American ambassador here, that the emperor hac }/ ments are making for enabling all his majo. the 
recalled M. Daschkoff, and it was added, with || subjects in every part of Great Britain 2 be 
some marks of displeasure, on account of the con-]/ change, at the same period, the old fo m to ex. of 
duct which the latter had adopted on occasion of] silver coin of the realm. This exchan a ° my by 
this dispute. In consequence, Mr. Everett did || mence on or before Monday the 3d oa — - 
not proceed to St. Petersburgh, but departed for || and all standard silver coin of the realm, he next to 
Brussels, there to replace Mr. Eustis.” [Not to]! defaced or reduced in weight, by use wen a 
replace Mr. Eustis, but to act, probably, as charge |} ceived in exchange for the new ‘cola, bs tal Te. je 
des affaires of the United States at the court of]! its nominal value.” » by tale, at de 
the United Netherlands. } Benjamin West, Esq. the y : a | 
A new and dreadful instrument of war was tried || of the Ro al handeng. has just received’ at ) it yr 
lately at Chatham, (England) and the experiment |} mo from the Academy of Painting at Rome. a ys 
completely succeeded. It is designed for the pur- || ing him a member of that body, in consideratiog * 
ose of annoying an enemy entrenched before aj of his distinguished talents as an artist, - 
‘ortified town. It consists of a box, or barrel, fil- Letters received in London on the 18th Jan a 
Jed with grenades, and charged with powder suffi |} from Paris mention that a report is prevalent th ta 
cient to burst the barrel, and scatterits other con- |} that one third of the army of occupation is tohe 
tents. The fuse of this machine, being lighted, it || withdrawn. ‘The illacss of Louis the 18th pn 4 Q- 
was rolled down the slope of the parapet into the | the most serious nature. ‘he physicians had : du 
trenches, where it exploded, and threw the gren- | nounced that the dropsy had taken place sad dex th 
ades in every direction. The invention is said to {} his case was hopeless. : he 
be Colonel Pasley’s of the corps of sappers and A letter from Madrid, of the 2d of January no 
miners. says, “our Gazette publishes nothing new: it cop, of 
We have letters from the Dorothy transport, || tinues to be filled with harrangues of felicitations 
the ship in company with the Congo; they had ar-{/ on the king’s marriage. We a here 3 ambas- ed 
rived at Bahia, from the Congo river. Our ship, j]sadors, nominated to different courts: the Duke cu 
the Dorothy, had not lost a single man by sickness j/ del Parque, to Paris; M. de Cevallos, to Naples; th 
in Africa—only oe was drowned in the river: || and M. de Bardaxi, to Turin. None of them seem er: 
Capt. Tuckey, of the Congo, the first lieutenant} under the necessity of soon proceeding on their sw 
and the botanist, died at sea (after leaving the Con- |] destination. No news from America: this silence me 
0 river) ; andthe men of the Congo who died | is painful.” 
 aaeert ill and sickened from fatigue; they had Mr. Broughman has arrived at Paris on his re. re’ 
travelled into the interior of Africa upwards of 210 }] turn from Lialy. He was present yesterday at the vic 
miles, where no white man had been before, || debates of the Chamber of Deputies on the law ( 
and returned only because their stock of provi-|| relative to personal liberty. 
sions, &c. was exhausted. In other respects the Letters from Warsaw entirely contradict the 6 | 
expedition was likely to realize the hopes aad }| pretended intelligence of an extraordinary levy ne 
wishes of the projectors, and to afford the best]! of conscripts in Poland. ; 
hopes of success. The republic of Geneva has decreed the rights 
The Tyne, 24 guns, Captain Curran, has arrived |} of citizenship to the Count Capo d’Istvia, the Kus- Fe 
at Portsmouth, from Trincomalee, which she left}} sian minister to the Helvetic republic. Ve 
on the Ist July. When to the southward of St. The king of Portugal is expected at Lisbon on Tei 
Jago, the Tyne fell in with the American schr.]} a visit to his European territories in May nett. 
Franklin, evidently bound to the coast of Africa,}] The king and queen of Spain, the Infant Don J 
to traflic in human flesh; indeed the crew stated}! Carlos, and Portuguese princess, lis wife, will tha 
there were nearly one hundred American vessels|} proceed with the whole court to Badajoz, and fle 
at Havana fitting out for the slave trade, and that }] the two sovereigns will have an interview beyond Iv | 
vessels were arriving there from the coast of Gui-{/ the Guadiana. (§ shi 
nea, at an average, of from 4 to6 per month. They}/ ‘There is a curious document from Constantino- { | year 
were chiefly schooners, and sail with such rapidi-|) ple: it is a kind of “state of the nation” at the ° 
ty that our ships will have but little chance of get-}! close of 1816, and froin it we learn the curious ‘ 
ting up with them. The Franklin was one of them} fact, that the holy alliance of the European sove- 
of only 49 tons burthen, with 14 men, to carry |} reigns neaily frightened the Turks out of their 
| slaves across the Atlantic. senses. 
| Mr. John Howard Payne, the American Roscius, BRITISH COLONTES. J 
) who had been performing with great success in Several shocks of an earthquake were felt at put 
li Dublin, is to appear at Covent Garden Theatre, || Barbadves about the 2Uth of December, and on cut; 
ii ov his return from Ireland. the 23d a very severe shock, which lasted for s licu 
il Sir H. Davy has found, by different experi-|} minute. It was likewise felt in other islands. ' 
f ments, that by mixing 2U or 30 grains of common A Kingston (Jamaica) paper, of the 31st of Jan- U 
i! magnesia with each pound of the worst of flour, it}} vary, says, the United States’ schooncr Wasp, follo 
dl wil! make bread of the best quality. from the Chesapeake, on a cruise, was spoken on side 
The London Gazette, of January 18, 1817, con- the 20th ins‘ant, off Atavella, by a ship arrived at tect 
tains an order in council, continuing for six months, |: Montego Bay. foun 
from the 13th of February, the prohibition against} FRENCH COLONIES. it: 
transporting, ‘without leave of the privy counci!,'' On the 224 cf January lasi the governor of ie 
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Guadaloupe issued an ordinance to permit the ex- 


: . :, and to favor the impor- 
rtation of brown sugar, and : 

are of foreign flour and large cattle. The fol- 

lowing are the regulations which the ordinance 


contains : 


ist. Every French vessel now in the ports of 


- which wishes to go to the United 

_- = elsewhere, to procure flour of wheat, 
of rye, and of Indian corn, mules and oxen, may, 
by giving bond (en fuisant sa Sowmission cau- 
tionee) at the custom house, export brown sugars 
to the amount of the value of the cargo which it 
will be obliged to bring back. It will not be sub- 
jected to any ay than those of entry and 

e fixed aw. 
2 go aioe vessel which will import the 
rticles, mentioned in the preceding article, 
may export brown sugar to the amount of the nett 
roceeds, after paying a duty of six per cent. 

3d. To effect the dispositions of the present de- 
cree, the French commanders (armateurs) and cap- 
tains and foreigners who will engage in the impor- 
tation of flour of wheat, of rye and of Indian 
corn, and in that of large cattle for husbandry and 
slaughter (~ Boucherie_) shall be freed from the 
duty of 15 per cent. established by our decree of 
the 23d of Oct. last, which shall not be in force 
hereafter, except as respects vessels which shall 
not export, either sirups or rum or merchandises 
of France. ‘ 

4th. All false declarations as to articles import- 
ed, as wellas to those exported, shall be prose- 
cuted against the securities for the supplement of 
the worth (supplement de la valeur_) and the lead- 
ers (chargeurs_) and captains are respectively an- 
swerable and responsible for it, (en sont soudair- 
ment gurans et responsables._) ' ; 

5th. The present decree shall be in force until 
revoked, of which revocation four months pre- 
vious notice shall be given. 

6th. Requires the registry of the decree, &c. 

‘Thyce thousand barrels had arrived within 5 or 
6 days after the above proclamation, from the 
neighboring islands. 

SPANISH COLONIES. 

By an order of the Intendant, dated the 13th of 
February, silver coin, regularly eleared out at 
Vera Cruz, may be imported into Havana in fo- 

_ reign vessels free of duty. 
ALGIERS. 

According to letters from Marseilles it appears 
that the dey of Algiers labors hard in refitting his 
fleet and re-establishing the marine: he has late- 
ly bought for ab out 50,000 piastres, 2 two-decked 
ship, which had come from Sweden, with all its 
cargo, consisting of wood and iron. 


same 2 


DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 


CONNECTICUT. 

John Cotton Smith and Jonathan Ingersoll are 
put in nomination by the federalists in Connecti- 
cut; the former for governor, and the latter for 
licutenant governor. 

' PENNSYLVANTA. 

Under date of Meadville, Feb. 14, we find the 
following account of an atrocious murder. Con- 
sidering how uniformly this sort of villiany is de- 
tected and punished, it is surprising how men are 
found abandoned and fool-hardy enough to attempt 
It: ’ 

“During the afternoon of Friday last, a stranger 
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called at the house of Mr. Hugh Fitzpatrick, in 
Bloomfield township, Crawford county. He was 
kindly received by Mr. Fitzpatrick and wife. ‘They 
invited him to stay over night, and a bed was 
made for him before the fire on which to repose. 
About two o’clock in the morning he arose, took 
an axe, went to the bed where Mr. F. was sleep- 
ing, and deliberately sunk it into his head! He 
drew the body out of the house, and-then order- 
ed Mrs. F. to deliver up what money she had, 
which she did, amounting to about forty dollars. 
He told her she must proceed with him to Ca- 
nada, and directed her to go to the stable and 
bring out two of the best horses. She went, but 
soon returned, and told him she could not get 
them, and desired him to go for them himself. 
He left the house tor that purpose. In the mean 
time Mrs. F. took up her child, about three weeks 
old, and hastily made her escape. After proceed- 
ing a short distance, fearful of pursuit, she left 
the road and took shelter under a fallen tree, with 
her infant in her arms, and a small dog that had 


followed by her side. She had scarcely secreted « 


herself when she heard this inhuman monster in 
pursuit of her, calling her by name, occasionally 
whistling for the dog, and frequently uttering the 
most horrid imprecations, if he got her, to treat 
her as he had done her husband. He approached 
within a rod of her—but, providentially, both the 
child and the dog remained quiet. When she dis- 
covered that he had returned to the house, and 
finding that she must inevitably perish, with her 
child, in that situation, from the severity of the 
cold, she started, and after wandering through 
the. woods and a deep snow, happily reached the 
house of her nearest neighbor, a distance of two 
miles, in a state of body and mind more easily con- 
ceived than described. The arms and legs of her 
infant were found to be severely frozen. 

The alarm was soon given and pursuit made for 
the murderer. On Sunday a person, who calls 
himself George Spitt Vanhollon, was found encamp- 
ed in the woods, about four miles from where the 
murder was perpetrated, under circumstances 
manifesting the strongest evidence of guilt, and 
on Monday he was committed to the prison of 
this county. 

The western mail has been opened several times 
lately between Pittsburg and Washington, Penn- 
sylvania. Alexander Scott and> James Haskill, 
mail carriers, have been, in consequence, arrested, 
examined, and committed for trial. 

A convention of delegates assembled at Harris- 
burg, on the 4th instant, and nominated William 
Findlay as a candidate for governor of Pennsylva- 
nia, to succeed Simon Snider. Of 113 votes Mr. 
Findlay had 99, and N. B. Boileau had 14. In an 
address of the delegates, the following account is 
given of Mr. Findlay, who is termed the demo- 
cratic republican candidate. 

“ William Findlay is a native of Franklin courty 
in this state. He was originally a farmer. He was 
elected to the legislature by the democratic party 
of Franklin county, where he then resided, in 
1797, and again in 1803. He continued to be re- 
elected from 1803 to 1806, and at all times sup- 
perted democratic principles and politics with 
great ability and influence. In January, 1807, he 
was chosen treasurer of the state, by the democra- 
tic majority in the legislature, and resigned his 
seat in the house of representatives. He has fill- 


J ed the office of treasurer by repeated annual elec- 


tions up to the present time.” 
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MARYLAND. 

Isaac Burneston has been appointed president 
of the Commercial and Farmers’ Bank of Balti- 
more, in the place of Joseph H. Nicholson, de- 
ceased. 

VIRGINIA. 

The price of superfine flour, on the 7th instant, 
at Petersburg, was 13 dollars and 50 cents per 
barrel. 

SOUTH-CAROLINA. 

About 200,000 dollars in specie was received, by 
different arrivals, at Charleston, about the latter 
end of February last. 

According to the report of the harbor master 
of Charleston, on the Ist inst. there had arrived 
at that port in the month of February preceding, 
10 ships and barques, 19 brigs, 31 schooners and 
luggers, and 29 sloops and smacks. Cleared during 
the same period of time, 21 ships and barques, 23 
brigs, 37 schooners, and 24 sloops. Remaining 
in port, 45 ships and barques, 34 brigs, 74 schoon- 
ers, and 52 sloops. These are exclusive of state 
coasters. 

A beautiful coppered steam boat, to be called 
the Charleston, was to be launched there on the 
4th instant. 

Price of Philadelphia flour at Charleston on the 
3d inst. sixteen dollars per barrel. 

The Rev. Dr. Gallagher, and Dr. Browne, rector 
and vicar of the catholic church in Charleston, 
having been removed by the vestry or trustees, 
contrary to the will of a majority of the congrega- 
tion, have been lately restored to their stations 
“by a rescript directly from the loly Sec.” 

GEORGIA. 


David B. Mitchell has resigned the office of go- 
vernor of Georgia, and accepted an appointment 
of agent of Indian affairs, in place of Col. Benja- 
min Hawkins deceased. The Hon. Wittram Ra- 
nun, president of the Senate of that state, has is- 
sued his proclamation, under date of the 4th of 
March, notifying all officers, civil and military, 
that he has assumed the chief magistracy of Geor- 
gia under the 4th section of the 2d article of the 
constitution, and requiring all persons to take 
due notice and govern themselves accordingly. 

It is stated that a woman and her two cluidren 
have been killed and scalped in Camden county, 
Georgia, about the last of February, by the lower 
Creek Indians, and that a proper representation 
has been made to the goyernor and Gen. Gaines. 

LOUISIANA. 

The anniversary of the evér memorable victory 
achieved by the skill and valor of the army of 
American citizens, under the command of Major 


General Jackson, at New-Orleans, on the 8th of 


January, 1815, over the British invading army, 
was celebrated in that city. 

At 4 o’clock a large number sat down to a su- 
perb dinner—Judge Lewis and W. A. Depeyster, 
Esq. officiated as president and vice-president. 


The company were honored by the presence of 


Major General Vipley and two aids, Major E. 
Humphrey of the artillery, Commodore Patterson, 
Captain Alexis, and Dr. Llaermanr of the navy, and 
Joseph Saul, Esq. The evening was spent in the 
utmost hilarity and good humour. Many appro- 
priate toasts were drank, interspersed with sonps. 
Nor was the hero forgotten by whom the victory 
was gained—when the name of Geucral Jackson 
was toasted, it was received with long and loud, 
and reiterated applause, 


[No. 11. Vor. tit. 


The U.S. sloop Ontario, Capt. "4 
at Annapolis on the 8th inst. un'te Medit 
nean, and 35 days from. Cadiz, with de — 
from the squadron and from Mr. Erving Py en 
On the 6th inst. the U.S. frigate Java, Com ag : 
arrived at Newport, R. 1. in 40 days from Pat 


arrived 





feemaes pad x ur wae da The Java has 
aty of peace, which y, 
conciuded by the American commissioners, i 
Handy, secretary of the mission, was cha an 
Com. Perry with the treaty and despateles fi 
the Secretary of State. The only article jp which 
this treaty differs from the former one condindst 
by Com. Decatur, it is said, is the particular ela 
relating to the sale of enemies’ prizes in th hn 
of Algiers during war. * Ports 

When our squadron first appeared off Algiers 
the Algerines appeared to be greatly alarmed, and 
immediately placed their flotilla in the most ad. 
vantageous situation, and made every possible 
preparation for a vigorous defence. The Officer 
sent on shore by Com. Chauncey, was, however 
received with much courtesy, and the negociation 
was commenced and concluded without any ma 
| terial difficulty. > / 

The Java lett the squadron under Com. Chaun. 
cey at Port Mahon—ali well. 

U.S. Ship Washington, Mahon, Jan. 1, 1847 
{crncuzaR.] ene 

Sir,—l am happy to inform you that a treaty of 
peace and amity was concluded with the Dey and 
| Regency of Aigiers, on the 25th ult. which, in its 
principal features, is the same as the treaty of 
June, 1815. 

Our relations with the other Barbary powers 
remain as we could wish them, and the American 
trade has nothing to apprehend from the cruizers 
of either of those powers. 

Be pleased to communicate this information to 
all the Ametican merchants and ship masters with- 
in your district. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully; 
your most obedient humble servant, i 

1. CHAUNCEY. 
T'o Bernard Henry, Esq. 
U.S. Consul, Gibraltar. 

The Swedish and Norwegian minister, Mr. De 
Kantzow, has taken leave of the President, with 
the intention of making a visit to Sweden.” In his 
absence, Mr. Gakn, consul general of Sweden, at 
New-York, is constituted the organ of communi- 
cation on the affairs of the legation. 

Mr. Atush, the Attorney Gencral, will serve as 
acting Secretary of State until Mr. .ddams’s return 
4 from London. 

Colonel #. 77. WM’ Pherson, consul of the United 
States at Madcira, has deceased. It is believed 
that the wounds received at La Cole Mill, in 
Canada, was the ultimate cause of his death. 

Jucob Burnett is clected president of the branch 
bank of the United States at Cincinnati, Ohic. 

LUISE RARY NOTICES, 

Report of a case argued and determined in the 
supreme court of appeals of Virginia, viz. Hunter 
against Martin, devisce of Fairfax: wherein the 
court 6f appeals disobeyed a mandate from the 
supreine court of the United States. Published 
by James Webster, Philadelphia. 

Gencral Wilkinson’s incmoirs of his own times, 





are advertised in the Philadelphia Aurora as ready 
||for delivery to subscribers, on Monday last, the 
10th instant. ‘The subscriptions are said to be 
more mumeyous than the books rented. 








